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INTRODUCTION 

• The act of aborting or terminating a foetus while it’s still 

in the womb, because it is female, is known as female 

foeticide. This can be done after determining the sex of 

the child before it’s born, through ultrasound scans. 

• Although, sex determination in India is illegal, the 

practice is rampant and has become a multi-million 

dollar industry. Coupled with prospective parents 

desperate for a boy child, and physicians who are 

carrying out these abortions, female foeticide has 

become a shameful and shocking reality of our nation. 

 



THE CONCEPT 



WHAT IS THE MAIN CAUSE OF FEMALE 

FOETICIDE? 

 
 

• For centuries, families across many parts of India have regarded a male child as the preferred of the two 

sexes. There have been many social, financial, emotional and religious reasons for this preference and 

while times have changed, many of these reasons and beliefs continue to remain. 

• Today, some of the key reasons that exist for the preference of a male child are as follows: 

• The tradition of paying dowry at the time of a daughter’s marriage is alive and kicking. This amount can be 

so huge that many parents will go to extreme lengths to avoid having a daughter in the first place. 

• A son is seen as someone who can earn and care for his parents in their later years, while a daughter will 

get married and go away. 

• A son can carry on the family name, while a daughter becomes part of her husband’s family. 

• Girls are seen as consumers, whereas boys are seen as producers. 

• Many families consider it a status symbol to have a son, and a point of shame to have a daughter. 

• Often, the pressure to bear a male child on the woman is so great that she herself might choose to get sex 

determination done and abort the baby if it’s a girl. 

• Illiteracy, poverty and the tag of ‘burden’ that is assigned to a girl child, makes the desire for a male child 

even stronger. 



CAUSES 

• Modern technology has made it very easy to determine the sex of the child while it’s still 

in the womb, giving parents-to-be the option of aborting the foetus and continuing to try to 

conceive till they get a male child. 

• While sex determination has been banned by the Indian government, it does not stop 

families from going to great lengths to find out anyway. Not only are there plenty of 

scanning centres that reveal this information, many of the wealthier families fly the 

pregnant mother to neighbouring countries where sex determination is legal, to find out 

the gender of the baby. 

• Once the gender of the baby is known, families that are keen to have a baby boy choose 

to abort the female foetus. The law on aborting is also strict, and the Indian government 

allows it only under certain circumstances. 

• Therefore, by determining the sex of the baby and aborting it because it’s a girl, the 

parents as well as the participating physicians are breaking two major laws 

 



WHAT IMPACT DOES FEMALE FOETICIDE HAVE 

ON THE SEX RATIO?  

• Sex ratio refers to ratio of females to males in a given region. Practices like 

female foeticide and female infanticide (killing a baby girl after she is born) 

have had an adverse effect on the sex ratio of a nation and gives rise to 

further social evils. 

• As per the Indian Census 2011  report, the sex ratio of India (females per 

1000 males) is as follows: 

• Average India sex ratio – 933 

• Rural sex ratio – 946 

• Urban sex ratio – 900 

• State with highest female sex ratio – Kerala – 1058 

• State with lowest female sex ratio – Haryana – 861 

 



WHAT ARE THE LONG-TERM IMPACTS OF 

FEMALE FOETICIDE? 

• The most important impact of female foeticide is the skewed 

ratio it gives rise to. The dearth of females leads to other 

complications like female trafficking, kidnappings and in 

increase in assault and rape against women. 

• Female foeticide is a horrific and illegal practice that has got to 

be stopped. The way to do this is by implementation of stronger 

laws and bringing about a change in the mind-set of our 

countrymen – uphill tasks, but absolutely crucial nevertheless 

 



MORAL RIGHTS OF THE FOETUS 
• There are currently three ways of approaching this issue. The fetus can have the same rights 

as a child, have no rights, or have increasing rights with advancing gestation.   

•  If the fetus is assigned full rights, then society is required to protect those rights as it would for 
a live baby. This is the case even if the fetus’s rights conflict with maternal autonomy. If the 
fetus has no rights, then a viable fetus is not protected if the mother jeopardizes its existence. If 
the moral status of the fetus increases with advancing gestation, then a viable fetus has greater 
moral status than a newly fertilized egg and it is reasonable to intervene if the mother’s 
behaviour jeopardizes the fetus near term .  

 

•  There exists a theory that the fetus is not a separate biological entity at all. Rather, it is 
dependent on the mother’s body until near term. The mother and fetus are involved in a 
symbiotic relationship in which the mother is the moral guardian. If significant differences arise 
in the interests of the mother and fetus, the mother has the responsibility to consider the 
interests of both in making an informed decision regarding medical treatment. If a conflict 
arises, the competent mother’s rights to personal autonomy should prevail over the lesser rights 
of the fetus early in gestation. As the fetus matures and acquires greater moral status, the 
situation may become less clear. 

•        



FEMALE FOETICIDE IN INDIA 

• Female Foeticide is the act of aborting a foetus because it is female. This is a major social 
problem in India. Foetal sex determination and sex selective abortion by medical professionals 
has today grown into a Rs. 1,000 crore industry (US$ 244 million). Social discrimination against 
women and a preference for sons have promoted .  According to the decennial Indian census, 
the sex ratio in the 0-6 age group in India went from 104.0 males per 100 females in 1981, to 
105.8 in 1991, to 107.8 in 2001, to 109.4 in 2011. The ratio is significantly higher in certain 
states such as Punjab and Haryana (126.1 and 122.0, as of 2001). 

• It estimated that more than ten million female foetuses have been illegally aborted in India. 
Researchers for the Lancet journal based in Canada and India stated that 500,000 girls were 
being lost annually through sex selective abortions. 

• This process began in the early 1990s when ultrasound techniques gained widespread use in 
India. There was a tendency for families to continuously produce children until a male child was 
born. The Government initially supported the practice in order to control population growth. The 
Preconception and Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act was passed in 1994, making 
sex-selective abortion illegal. It was then modified in 2003 holding medical professionals legally 
responsible. However the PCPNDT Act has been poorly enforced by authorities.[1] 

 



CONCLUSION 

Here we study the concept of female foeticide and also about 
the moral rights of the foetus in Indian context. Lots of 
discussion available in India on this issue and many preventions 
started by Govt. of India. 
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